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Chandasaheb, who was brought captive to Satara. The Peshwas
were about this time anxious to strike the axe at the root of the
Moghul power in North India, and this expedition to the south
was undertaken by Raghuji in pursuance of the alternative policy
which found support with some of the Maratha chiefs who advised
Shahu to leave North India to itself, and seize the southern
provinces permanently. Raghuji Bhonsle, on his return from this
expedition, found enough occupation in Bengal and Eastern India*
and the south remained closed to Maratha influences till the rise
of Hyder AIL The release of Chandasaheb by Shahu at the instance
of Dupleix, the French Governor of Pondicherry, led to the ten
years* war between the English and the French 1750-1760. The
Tanjore Rajas sided with Mahomed Ali, the English protege, and
suffered at the hands of the French ally, Murrarao Ghorpade, who
sacked Tanjore at a time when the English were unable to help
the Raja. Later on, the French general Laly also plundered
Tanjore, but the English succeeded in sending relief on this
occasion. Throughout these Karnatik wars, ihe Tanjore army
under Mankoji played an important part on the side of the English
and against the French.
Notwithstanding all these sacrifices made by the Tanjore
Rajas in helping the cause of the English, the Nabab Mahomed
Ali cherished a grudge against Tanjore, which was noted for its
riches, and the interposition of the English alone succeeded in
1762 in establishing an understanding by which the Raja became
a tributary of the Nawab, with an English guarantee, and agreed
to pay four lakhs as tribute. Later on, in 1771, the Nawab secured
the help of the Madras Government in attacking Tulsaji, the son
of Pratapsing, and Tulsaji had to sue for peace which involved
him and his State in heavy money liabilities, arid curtailed still
more the resources of the Tanjore State. In this second treaty the
interests of the Raja of Tanjore were completely sacrificed to the
greed of Mahomed Ali9 and of his English creditors, who dictated
the policy of the Madras Government. The guarantee of 1762, by
which the English had undertaken to be responsible for the auto-
nomy of Tanjore, was thrown to the winds. In 1773, further acts
of spoliation were renewed by the Nabab with the help of his
English allies, and the Raja was taken prisoner, his city was
captured, and the territory was annexed by the Nabab to his own
kingdom. All these acts of spoliation and breach of faith had been
undertaken by the Madras Government on their own responsi-
bility, and in the interest of the English creditors of the Nawab,
the Court of Directors had no knowledge of them, and when they
came to know the full details of these unjust proceedings, they